RESPONSIBLE TRAVEL POLICY

AIMS

Argonauta diving club Cala Gonone started its activity in 1995 mainly because the members (us) like to work and act in nature (diving, snorkelling, canyoning and hiking) and we want to do something positive and different for our native land.

Since 1995 we share our love for the nature with our guests, both divers or student divers, also suggesting them how to responsibly enjoy and preserve the environment.

As long as possible, we have always been aware of our behaviour in nature.

In cooperation with PADI, we annualy organize an event called "Beach clean-up" to awaken the local community to environmental problems. Together with DAN, we are supporting a campain about the security of the divers in the water.

What we try to promote is a different approach to the area which is often seen as a source of mass tourism. Our idea is to bring the natural resources of the Gulf out and give people the possibility to enjoy it; always bearing in mind the concept of well-being with a special attention to the various levels of man's expression: physical, psychological, and spiritual.

Another goal that we’d like to achieve is to provide a positive example of responable travelling in an area where the environmental topic is not always seen as an essentail point for any kind of future developments.
Finally, we always set smalls groups in order to give people the possibility to live Sardinia in a relaxing way, without rushing from place to place and trying to have a good personal relation with all the components of the group. Beside the different activities that we organize in the nature, we arrange some funny cooking section where also the staff  will be involved in order to create the typical friendly athmosphere of an italian family.
Our economical police is based on rules of common sense:

- Promoting the local economy providing small private apartements or “agriturismi” owned by local families.

- Use of local product; food is purchased from local factories and guests are encouraged to purchase locally from farms, shops, restaurants. 

Our enviroment policy can be resumed considering the following action that we take as a normal rule: 

-Recycling of litters (wich our village started from two years only)

-Reduction of water usage (awakening people that in Sardinia we have lack of water and becouse of that we have to use with parsimoniously)

-Reusing paper

-Reduction of plastic usage (for example: to reuse the same plastic bottle or to use flasks,).

-Use of a particulary system of solar pannel, gas and electricity in the apartments we own.

-Reduction of energy usage.

-Use of shared cars.

- All our boats are no smoking area (avoiding the cigarette on the sea and also give a tip how to stay in heath at least for a while during their staying with us; we also ask the staff not to smoke during the  activity with people)

- The Scuba Diving activity, although is a beautiful way to enjoy the marine life, can be seen only as a commercial business and it may even cause lots of damages to the environment if practiced without an ambientalistic approach. We put all our efforts to minimize the negative impact of the sport using low emission engines, anchoring in the sand, using the equipment as long as possible (as a matter of fact, the diving business machine tempt people to buy always the year’s new   trend). We always advise people to take courses to improve their skill in the water, like their boyancy, instead of spending too much money in equipement that they could use only 4 or 5 times a year. 

Having small group of client give us the chance to have a close relation with them and to awaken them about environmental problems.

Furthermore we ask our staff, clients to sign a Conduct Code where we list our basilar ideals and rules: 

Safe and aware diving: 

-look and don’t touch

-keep your boyancuy under control and correctly mount the equipment avoiding to damage sea bed, reefs and corals

- do not take shell from the sea - don’t buy gifts or souvenirs that are made from corals, shells or harwoods (If you witness trade in these items report it to  HYPERLINK "http://www.earthdive.com" www.earthdive.com) 

-Do not exale bubbles under rocks 

-Don’t practice your diving and snorkelling skills on the sensitive reef, but over sand

-As a watersports person, one has to know the damage that can be caused by rubbish trown away into the water. For this reason it is important always to be a good example in environmental matters

- Do recycling of litters 

- Reduce usage of water 

- Do reusing paper

- Do reduction of plastic usage 

- Do reduction of energy usage.

- Do use of shared cars.

-Always be an active defender of the environment.

